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Cash Advance
Cash Flow Is Our Business

This topic that I have chosen is based on the elimination of handwritten daily log
sheets in cash advance stores. The basis for writing such a program will be to ensure cash
advance stores more accuracy when it comes to doing their bookwork. This will be
discussed in detail as I explain the functionality of my program.

I will be writing this program in a database management system (DBMS). “From
the perspective of an end user, a DBMS simplifies the storage, retrieval, and updating of
data” (Baldwin2). Microsoft® Access is an example of this type of system. Some
“examples of data stored by a DBMS might include hotel and airline reservations,
inventory, employee records, customer lists, budgets, and sales transactions. A DBMS
supports the day-to-day operations of a business” (Baldwin 2).

Let me give you an overview of the transactions addressed by my program. When
a new client comes in to receive or pay a loan, the employee has to write this information
on a log sheet that lists all the activity for that day. If the client receives a loan, the client
writes a personal check for the amount of the loan plus the fee. This information is
recorded in one group of columns (Figure 1: Columns D, E). If a person pays off a loan
by cash, his personal check is returned to the person and this transaction is recorded |
Columns A, B, C on Figure 1. If the check is to be deposited, it is recorded in Columns F,
G, and H on Figure.

Let me now begin discussing the most commonly used features of my program.
When my program is first executed, the user is given a menu. The employee will click on

the button that corresponds to what they want to do shown below.
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B3 All Buttons : Form

Cash :
Advance Cash Pay DT;?::II
Repeats

Money NSF NSF
Order Checks Payment

Daily View 4
Advance Check NSF Daily Log Run &ll
MO Reports

Record: l<]4 ] 1 )|)|]>¢[0f1

Let me begin by describing the Cash Advance button. This is the button that is

clicked when a customer comes in for the first time. Below is how the screen appears to

the user.

HIBNLY THANEASTIOHE S

Fnd__ Add |
H' mirst naue I mma Jio=s S

LASTMAME: [~

ApDRESS: [

PICK-UP/DEPOSIT: e

ary: | STATE: | 2IP CODE: | I
55 & T BIRTHDAY: | |
TELEPHONE: [ | DATE: [ 1175700 |
COMMENTS: | |
CASH ADVANCE:[  $000 FEE: $0.00
PERSONAL CHECKS IN: [ $000
DUE DATE: [ 1

1

UL ST T R

On this screen the user will enter the customer’s information. This form occurs just once |
for each customer. After the initial loan, this information is keyed into a different form

that will be described in the next paragraph.

Cash

Advanee
Repeats |

another loan. When a customer returns to your business to advance another loan, they

This is the button that is clicked when a customer returns and wishes to advance
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want to get in and out of your office as quickly as possible. This form reduces the amount
of information needed for a repeat customer thus reducing the amount of time a customer
remains in your office. It indicates only the data that is required once a customer is

established.

(12| DAILY TRANSACTIONS

e 7

Find

Y mRsThame [ 1T I —
LAST NAME: | [12723760

COMMENTS: |

CASH ADVANCE:[  $0.00 FEE: $0.00
PEASONAL CHECKS IN: [ $0.00
DUEDATE:[ PICKUPMDEPOSIT: [

Reoord: ll|'l| 1o fmfeef of 4

Cash Pay | The cash pay button is a simple form in which the persons’ name is entered along
with the amount of the cash advance. No other information needs to be entered into the

system because it was already entered when the customer took their first cash advance.

£ DAILY TRANSACTIONS R | =10 x§

Pl FIRSTNAME |

LAST NAME: |

DATE: [ 1Az
CASH PAYMENT IN: 30.00
CASH FEES IN: $0.00

PERSONAL CHECK DUT: I $0.00

Racors el | T o [mbelo 1

D?Dl:n‘-\Sit 'I The deposit pay button performs the same tasks as the cash pay button except that
ay

|
you enter the amount of the check where you would normally enter the cash amount. |

There is an additional field on this form where the user can enter a comment about the

transaction (i.e. if the user calls and verifies the check and there are insufficient funds,
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then the user can enter that information here so that it can be tracked when the check is

returned.)

&9 DALY THANSACTIONS

Find  Add

M mRsThame [

LAST NAME: [

DATE: L

CHECK PAYMENT IN; 000

CHECK FEES IN: $0.00

CHECK DEPDSITED: 10.00

COMMENTS: |

Record: 141 ¢ [ L1 “iofl

Check Money
Cashing Order
The check cashing and money order buttons are identical except for the first entry
field. When a customer comes in your office to cash a check or money order, the
employee will follow the protocol of the business to confirm that the check is good (i.e.

making sure that the company issuing the check has not stopped payment on the check

and to confirm that the person actually cashing the check is the person whose name is on

the check).
[T DALY THAMSACTIONG l=TEI}] & DALY TRANSACTIONS AT T =10]x |
= Add !
nd _ Add
G
*| NAME AND PAYER OF CHECK: | A AN T YER i) |
DATE: [ V77200 DATE: [T |
CHECKS CASHED: [ ne MO CASHED: [ ww
CASH OUT ON CHECKS: I $0.00 CASHOUTONMD: [ ®
FEE CHARGED ON CHECXS: ¥l FEE CHARGED DN MO: | 000
Record: 4] ¢ 1T o [r]r=|of 1 Record: 4] ¢ 1o fufrelofl
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C':S‘:st This button is used when a business receives a returned check from the bank
whether the check is marked as Insufficient Funds or Account Closed. When the user
opens this form, they are to enter the customers name, telephone number (so it can be
easily referenced when scrolling through the database), the amount of the bad check and

the current date. The user also has a field to enter any additional comments that they

would like to make (i.e. what reason was the check returned).

& DULY THANSALTIING i e N -
| |
Tind Add
M oRRsTNAME: [ AL
l LAST NAME:
TELEPHONE: [~
COMMENTS: |
NSF CHECK: [ W
DATE:  —

WRrecord: ae] ([[T 1 2 [mficfofn

PNSF t This button is used when a business receives cash or other certified means of
aymen

payment from a customer whose check was returned. When the user opens this form,
they are to enter the customers name, the amount of the bad check and the current date. |
The user also has a field to enter any additional comments that they would like to make

(i.e. what type of payment: cash, MO, etc.).

| =1 DALY TRANSACTIONS iRl
#H o
Fiod_Add
M emsteame: [T wma [
LAST NAME: |
COMMENTS: [ |
NSF CHECK PAYMENT 3000

DATE: —

Recard; M| [T 1 2 mo]ef
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Daily
Totals

At the end of the business day, the user of the program will click on this

button. The form that opens allows the user to enter all the totals for the day. This form

is required for the daily reconciliation sheet that is on top of every day’s work.

View
Advance

E3 DAILY TRANSACTIONS

(o

Date:

Cath in Box @ start of day:
Cash in Box @ end of dap:
Chocks in Box @ start of day:
Chocks in Box @ end of day:
Cazh 7 NSF Check Deposit:
Cash Withdhawal:

Cash Puichato:

Add
f 17772000

3000

$0.00
%
—
L
—

30.00

Record: 14 ¢ 2 s irfpe]|of 2

The View Advance button allows the user of the program to look at a screen

view of what the daily log will look like once it is printed. This allows the user to see if

there are any mistakes (i.e. typing the numbers incorrectly).

Q DAY LOG
07-Jan- 01
FIRST LAST CASH CASH  PERSONAL  CASH FEE  PERSONAL CHECK  CHECK CHECK
NAME NAME PAYIN FEESIN CHECK OUT ADVANCE CHECKSIN PAYIN  FEESIN  DEPOSITED
JOHN BEST $10000  $1765 $117.65 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
JOHN BEST $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 35000 $8.83 $5883 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
GEORGE BROWN $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $255.00 $45 00 $300.00
GAILLA JONES $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $20000  $3530 $200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
ARLENE POPE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $225.00 $39 71 526471
BOBBY SMITH $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $25500  $45.00 $300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$I0000 31765 $117.65 0500 13 583 80 D 8471 56471
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Reports

The four leftmost buttons above print the report corresponding to the label
underneath it. The Run All Reports button allows the user to click one button instead of
having to click four different buttons. Figures 6 through 9 show examples of what the

output will look like.

There are several different queries that are run before a report is run, but I will
discuss only two of them here. Pictured below is a section of the Q_DAY_LOG that

sorts the data that is printed in the Daily Log report.

@ (1_DAY LUG : Select Query T T Y =[]

ALY

MO CASHED =
CASH oUT OF
FEE CHARGEL
HSF CHECK

nisF Bang FEE ¥ |
o). | i >

T T
Fields | > {FEMALE NAME LAST NAME DATE CASH ADVANCE FEE [PERSOMAL CHECKS | DUE DATE
Table: |DAILY TRANSACTIC _[DAILY TRANSACTIC _[DAILY TRANSACTIC [DRILY TRANSACTIC DALLY TRANSACTIC  [DATLY TRANSACTIC 10}\“.\’ TRANSACTIC DALY TRANSACTIC
Sort:

| Ascendhng
Show! ] ] &) | % 7] | ] ]

Criterial ' Detel}

ori : ﬂ—"

When you start designing, you choose the table (or query) that contains the data
you wish to manipulate. You then drag the fields that you want from that table into the I
bottom part of the query where the manipulation will occur. In this area, you can set !
criteria for a particular field (for example, only taking data that has today’s date in that
particular field). This area also includes a field that you can specify how to sort a
particular field.
Another query that is run before printing the summary page is printed is listed ‘
|

below. This query uses two different tables, which are related as indicated by the crooked
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arrow. The line in this query tells the user that the only data taken from table Daily Count

is that for which date matches that of table Daily Transactions.

1= Uip_Daly Enter : Select Duery i i T e L 2100
- et =
‘ 0=l DAIEY T J
. - FEMALE BIRTHOAY =]
i Date TELERHONE
Cash i Box (3 DATE =4
| Cash nBox § COMMENTS
CASH ADVANCE il

\'Jmiunﬂw_ﬂ
-
|12 »
-

Field: = |FEE PERSCHAL CHECKS CASHPAYMENT IN | CASH FEES IN PERSOMAL CHECK ¢ |CHECK PAYMENT I
| Table: [DAILY TRANSACTIC _|DAILY TRANSACTIC | DAILY TRANSACTIC [DAILY TRANSACTIC DAILY TRANSACTIC | DAILY TRANSACTIC _|DAILY TRANSACTIC
Total: |Sum Sum Sum Court Sum Sum Sum Sum
1 Sort: |
‘ Show: bl ] I [ ) ] il

Crieria:
or:

o Li

Let me now discuss the second most important part of the program, the output,
which Access calls reports. Figure 2 shows the design view of the Daily Log Summary
Sheet Report. Access makes creating reports very simple in which it will create a sample
report based on a few questions and then the programmer can modify the report so that it
produces the desired output.

Not only do reports display data, they also have the option to perform
calculations. For example, to compute the ending cash balance for the day, the following

formula is used:

=[SumOfCash in Box @ start of day]+[SumOfCASH PAYMENT IN]+[SumOfCASH FEES
INJ+[SumOfNSF CHECK PAYMENT]+[SumOfNSF BANK FEE]+[SumOfCHECK PAYMENT
IN]+[SumOfCHECK FEES IN]+[SumOfCHECKS CASHED]+[SumO{FEE CHARGED ON |
| CHECKS]+[SumOfMO CASHED]+[SumOfFEE CHARGED ON MOJ+[ SumOfCash
Withdrawal]-[SumOfCASH ADVANCE]-[SumOfCASH OUT ON CHECKS]-[SumOfFEE
CHARGED ON CHECKS]-[SumOfCASH OUT ON MO]-[SumOfFEE CHARGED ON MO]-
[SumOfCHECK DEPOSITED]-[SumOfCHECKS CASHED]-[SumOfMO CASHED]-
[SumOfCash Purchase]-[ SumOfCash Deposit] |

This calculation is then compared with what the user entered on the Daily Totals Form to

compute the overage or shortage for the day. ‘
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There are many features of this program that could be discussed but I felt that
only the most commonly used aspects of Access should be discussed. This program is in
use today at Carolina Ca$h Advance. The owner, Sheila Strickland, said “this program is
a very beneficial tool in the way it helps to maintain data accuracy in providing reports to
the accountant and to the Commissioner of Banks.” Figures 3, 4, 5 indicate what reports
look like from a business that does their work by hand. Figures 6, 7, 8, and 9 show what
these reports look like when a business uses my program. You can tell by the output

which one the accountant, the commissioner, and the business owner would prefer.
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Figure 2

# Report Header

*Daily LogSumnary Sheet

¥ Page Header

¥ Detail

iBeglmmsg Caslt AngfChecks mBox@ st|§
|Cas]1 Paymentm .‘:mnOfPERSONAL L,Hacxig

|NSF Check Payment

SumOMNSF CHECK | :

iNSFB;mkFee __1

|cmk Payment[n

L b it S S Wbl

|Che|:k Fees In: ]

Su:z@fPERSONAL CHECI<|

SumONSF VSF CHECK PAYM
SumOfCHECK DEPOSITEI]

_ICh.ec'ks Cashed:

amOfCHECK DE‘.POSITED]l

|r;;&ashed

[Ft.e Charged on MO

[Cash Advance:

i Actual Check Ba]a.m:e:

F e e s B

AngfChacks mBox @ arlé
-{AngfChecks mBox@ I

| [sunOfCASH AD]

’C'as}l out on Clwcks

ks I|SumOfCASH 0u|

{Fees Charged on | Checks: HSumOfFEE CHAR

’Cash out on MO

[ |SumOICASH OUJ

Fees Clarged on MO:

[ ISE_OfFEE CHAF|

[C}wck Deposited:

[MO Cashed: ..' =

-[Enmg Cash Balance:

H!OfCash Deposn.] ;

[Ending Cash: .
I

i [Box @ end of day]

[OuerfShnrt:

|1 of day] [F:eld37]| (i

& Report Footer
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